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Teaching and Learning During 
Challenging Times



BREAKOUT ROOM ICEBREAKER

Take turns in alphabetical order by first name and share the following:
1.Name
2. Job details (what do you do and where?)
3.What has been most challenging over the last few months in terms 

of working with students?
4.What has been one of the highlights or opportunities that has 

presented itself while working with students through the challenges?
5.What do you hope to get out of today’s symposium?



FOR TODAY…
Fully Participate

Learn Something New

Build Community



Teaching and Learning During 
Challenging Times



Challenging 
Times



In what way have 
these challenges 
already been 
present?

How do these 
challenges specifically 
impact you?

How do these 
challenges 
specifically impact 
our students?





UNDERSTANDING HISTORICAL AND CURRENT RACIAL INJUSTICE 
THROUGH BIOMAGNIFICATION ANALOGY



Think about this as we view the next set of slides:

What connections do you see 
between the Biological concept of 
Biomagnification and historical and 
current racial injustice? 

















UNDERSTANDING HISTORICAL AND CURRENT RACIAL INJUSTICE



BREAKOUT ROOM 
Start with the person whose birthday is closest to today, who 
will then make sure that every person in the room has an 
opportunity to share.

1. What connections do you see between the Biological 
concept of Biomagnification and historical and current 
racial injustice? 

2. What does this mean for our students, classrooms, schools 
and systems?



Pain 
& 

Possibility 







WHAT IS STEM TEACHING & 
LEARNING DURING THIS 
CHALLENGING TIME?

REDEFINING  



2.0
Sincerely listen to primary source Stories

Tell the Truth that’s been shared with you

Emphasize and Develop Empathy

Moment or Movement?



STORIES



TELL THE TRUTH THAT’S BEEN TOLD

Pity vs. 
Compassion



EMPHASIZE AND DEVELOP EMPATHY

Source:  Eric Jensen, Teaching with Poverty in Mind



MOMENT OR 
MOVEMENT?



The power of a teacher has not been 
diminished during this challenging time. 

Use your power to impact long lasting change 
with your students and the world through



Sincerely listen 
to primary 

source stories

Tell the Truth 
that’s been 

told

Emphasize and 
Develop 
Empathy

Moment or 
Movement?  

Science Technology Engineering Mathematics
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